214    A MODERN PILGRIM IN   MECCA
" capitulations." These are concessions granted by, or extorted from, the Porte at various times, which have the effect of removing foreigners in Turkey from Turkish jurisdiction. For their justification Europe urges that the Turkish system of jurisprudence is not in conformity with modern civilization, nor can the administration of impartial justice Ibe relied upon where foreigners are concerned.
A foreigner, therefore, belonging to a Power to which" capitulations have been granted is subject, not to Turkish law,, but to that of his own country. In criminal cases he is tried, not by a Turkish court, but before his own Consul; and in cases beyond the jurisdiction of the latter, before a judge belonging to his own country, who resides in Constantinople and makes periodical circuits in order to try such cases. When an Ottoman subject and a foreigner are parties to a civil suit, the actionvmay be brought before a Turkish court provided that the Consul concerned or his representative be present. There are also rules for the procedure in other cases, as where both parties are subjects of different foreign Powers.
In ordinary circumstances the Turkish police cannot legally arrest a foreigner under the capitulations, search him, enter his house, or interfere with him in any way except by permission of his Consul.
In certain very special circumstances, when actual violence is threatened, when it is impossible to communicate with the Consul, or in case of armed rebellion, the authorities are justified in dispensing with this permission provided that the facts of the case are reported at once to the Consul concerned.
It does not appear that a state of siege has the effect of suspending these guarantees even temporarily : but foreigners seem liable to trial by court martial in such conditions provided that their Consul be represented.
The reason for this rather lengthy reference to the legal aspect of the capitulations will appear. It became of great importance to us later on. A few only of the principal points have been mentioned ; there is much more, relating to the position of foreign companies, banks, and so on, which though interesting enough would be out